Source of material 1-Pyridin-2-yl-ethanone (0.1 . mmol, 12.1 . mg), NH 4 SCN (0.1 . mmol, 7.6 mg), Ni(CH 3 COO) 2 (0.1 mmol, 17.7 mg) and ptolylamine (0.1 mmol, 10.7 mg) were dissolved in methanol (10 .ml). The mixture was stirred for 30 min at room temperature to give aclear brown solution. After keeping this solution in air for 7d,brown block-shaped crystals of the title compound were obtained on slow evaporation of the solvent. The crystals were collected, washed with methanol and dried in avacuum desiccator using anhydrous CaCl 2 (yield 54 %).
Discussion
Schiff base complexes have been extensively investigated. Up to now it is still ah ot research field, which could be attributed to their strong coordination ability and versatile coordination modes, antiseptic and antitumor activities [1, 2] together with the special catalysis behavior and magnetism properties [3] . Schiff bases of pyridone and its complexes continue to be asubject of current interest. However, only limited Schiff bases of ketone have been reported up to now [4, 5] . The crystal structure of the title compound is composed of acation Ni 2+ ,two Schiff base ligands and two SCN anion. The nickel atom is octahedrally coordinated by N1 and N2 from the Schiff base ligand, N3 and N4 from another Schiff base ligand and N5, N6 from two SCN ,which is in agreement with the rule of the optimal coordination number [6] . The bond length and bond angles of Schiff base ligands are in the normal ranges and in agreement with that of ketone Schiff base [7] . The C2=N2 and C16=N4 bond lengths of 1.281(4) and 1.268(4) Å are conform to ad ouble bonds. The pyridine rings and phenyl rings are nearly planar and the mean deviations of the atoms from the least-squares planes A (N1/C3-C7), B( C8-C13), C( N3/C17-C21), D( C22-C27) are 0.006, 0.002, 0.011 and 0.006 Å,respectively. The methyl groups are slightly twisted out of benzene mean plane, atom C14 deviates from ring Bby0.049 Å,whereas C28 by 0.071 Å.The Schiff base ligands adopt a trans configuration about the C=N bond. To avoid steric conflicts, the two rigid ring systems of Schiff base ligand, pyridine ring and phenyl ring are rotated with respect to each other. Rings A, Ba nd C, Da re oriented at dihedral angles of ÐA/B =88.43 (1) Ni (1) 
